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We are still without many salaries and behind on our bills. 
Please try to help us out! 
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CORRECT ION* * * * * * STEE L WORKERS STORY ON PA GE 1 

The name in the - story about steelworkers is 
Sadlowski, not Sidlowski. The. name is spell e 
wrong on page one , but correctly on page two-. 



[See graphics in this packet and also in packets 
#582, #530. and #529 to; go wJth L ;tb;i s 0 story.] 

RANK AND FILE WINS CONTROL 
OF STEELWORKERS' LARGEST DISTRICT: 

"WE WANT OUR UNION BACK" 

LIBERATION News Service 

CHICAGO (LNS) --Rank and file steelworkers won 
an important victory on November 17, when a strong 
opponent of I .W. Abel, international president of the 
United Steelworkers (USW) , won the election for the 
directorship of the union's District 31* 

The district, which covers 130,000 workers in 
500 plants in the Chicago-Mi Iwaukee-Gary area, is the 
union's largest and most important district. One ob- 
server hailed the election as the "greatest rank and 
file victory since Arnold Miller wrested control of 
the mineworkers union from Tony Boyle." 

Edward Sidlowski, a 36 year old steelworker, 
defeated incumbent District 31 director, Samuel Evett, 
by 39,631 votes to 20,158. Sidlowski, running on a 
platform of "rank and file control over basic union 
policy", was a strong critic of the union's "no strike" 
pact with the steel industry. 

He has also demanded rank and file ratification 
of all union contracts, reform in the union's consti- 
tution, stricter enforcement of health and safety 
provisions, lowering of union dues, and an end to 
racist union practices. 

Sidlowski was narrowly defeated in a similar 
election in February, 1973, but in September, 197^, 

19 months after the initial formal complaint of un- 
fair elections, the U.S. Labor Department ruled the 
1973 election was a "massive fraud." Citing that Sid- 
lowski would have won the earlier election had there 
not been fraudulent vote counting, ballot stuffing, 
and illegal electioneering in pod 1 i ng pi aces by un- 
ion officials, the Labor Department ordered a new 
election which was to be federally supervised. 

In anticipation of the special election, the un- 
ion leadership passed a resolution at the union's 
convention this summer whereby all union elections 
would be carried out by mail ballots which would be 
sent to the union headquarters to be counted. The 
Labor Department ruled that this was unfair, however, 
and 300 federal agents were sent to supervise the 
secret ballot election. 

Rank and filers also contested the 1973 elections 
in three other USW districts, charging irregularities 
similar to those in District 31. This September, the 
Labor Department ruled that the election in District 
15 was also fraudulent (they haven't ruled on the 
other two yet), but instead of ordering a new election 
in District 15, the government simply made the union 
promise to "clean up" their election practices. 

Earlier this summer, Walter Burker, USW Secretary- 
Treasurer, had sent letters to the entire USW execu- 
tive staff asking for $500 from each of the union's 
25 district directors, and $50 from each of the 800 
staff organizers. In his letter, Burke explained the 
"donations" would be used to "guarantee the contin- 
uance of the leadership we are presently fortunate 
enough to enjoy." 

According to Department of Labor findings, the 
money, which was used to finance the campaign of Sam- 
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uel Evett in District 31, was largely raised 
through dues money which district directors and 
staff organizers illegally appropriated from the 
rank and file. The fund finances what is offic- 
ially known as the "Steelworkers for Continued 
Leadership" and what is described by I „W. Abel 
as "our own little political organ i zat ion . " In 
1973 , the fund spent over $ 90 , 000 — much of it 
al so jU l^gafly ra i sed — to finance the campaigns 
of members of what Abel fondly calls "the offic- 
ial family." 

Rank and File Grievances Mount 

Sidlowski and other rank and file leaders 
have been especially critical of a pact Abel se- 
cretly negotiated with the steel industry in Feb- 
ruary, 1973, known as the Experimental Negotiat- 
ing Agreement (ENA) . The agreement contains a 
no-strike agreement in the basic steel industry 
until 1980 , even during times in which workers 
don't have union contracts. 

Workers are also angry that the ENA contract, 
which gave a wage hike of only 3 %, was signed at 
a time when the 5 - 5 % wage hike ceiling was in ef- 
fect. Critics point out that their previous con- 
tract wouldn't have expired until June of 1973 
and the union knew the wage hike ceiling was to 
have been lifted on April 30 of that year. 

Rank and filers have also criticized the ENA 
agreement to establish in each plant joint manage- 
ment-union "Productivity Committees." These com- 
mittees were set up to seek ways to speed up work 
and "promote orderly and peaceful relations," 

Despite record production levels as a result 
of speed-ups achieved by the ENA, thousands of 
workers have been laid off. The rate of disabling 
accidents in the steel industry has also gone up 
25% since the signing of ENA. Since Abel became 
union preseident dn 1965, the d i sabli ng“ acc i dent ' 
rate i had -hear ly 'doubled. 

Black and Spanish speaking workers are part- 
icularly resentful of an agreement reached in A- 
pril between the steel industry, the USW, and the 
Justice Department, in handling suits involving 
rac i st senioHi ty a nd hiring practices. The indus- 
try and the union agreed to pay ijdTintl/yr/ certain 
minority workers up to $500 eacfi to compensate 
for money lost due to discriminatory practices. 

Workers qualify for the money only if they 
sign a "dissent decree" whereby the agrieved work- 
er agrees not to sue the company or union. Under 
the agreement worked out by the government, l f the 
worker refuses to sign the decree and decides to 
sue for damages, the Justice Department will de- 
fend the industry or union in order to, in its own 
words, "protect the integrity of the dissent de- 
cree." Only after thousands of discrimination suits 
were filed by steelworkers and the courts in Mary- 
land and Alabama ruled in the workers' favor did 
the government work out this agreement. 

In the past few months, several locals of the 
USW have challenged the current leadership of the 
union. These include Aliquippa, Pa. (Local 1121) 
and Tuscon, Arizona (Local 937) where the locals 
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have voted to boycott joint management -union produc- 
tivity meetings and to overturn clauses in the USW 
constitution disqualifying Communists from membership 
in the USW. 

Caucuses of black workers in Sparrows Point, 
Maryland, Fairfield, Alabama and Lackawana, New York, 
have successfully challenged the union's racist sen- 
iority system in the courts, and are now threatening 
or have taken over local leadership. In Perth Amboy, 
New Jersey, 1,200 steel workefs held a wildcat strike 
for five weeks this summer, and in FOillerton, Calif’; 
fornia, the local refused to abide by terms of ENA, 
and negotiated their own contract. 

Elsewhere, in the Southwest, where membership 
is largely comprised of Chicano copper miners, locals 
of District 33 have voiced opposition not only to ENA 
but what they call all "interference in local affairs' 
by the union's headquarters. And in Canada, many of 
the 300 union delegates favor outright succession 
from the international union unless ENA is repealed. 

Aside from various caucuses and pockets of re- 
sistance, two national groups have emerged to chal- 
lenge the current USW leadership, the Rank and File 
Team (RAFT) based in Akron, Ohio, and the National 
Steelworkers Rank and File Committee (NSWRFC) . 

I .W. Abel, now 64 years old, is to retire in 
1977 and the union 1 eadership wi 1 1 be up for grabs. 
Abel has already made his choice of John S. Johns 
as his successor well known. But the international 
president must be chosen at the steelworkers con- 
vention by vote of all elected delegates. Abel and 
the union leddership were able to muster only a slim 
majority of delegate votes to approve the concept 
of ENA at the USW convention this summer. Now Abel's 
position can be expected to deteriorate even more 
rapidly, having lost control of District 31- 

Massive layoffs in the steel industry loom in 
the near future as production slackens. Unsettled 
grievances, a main source of rank and file discon- 
tent, are also expected to pile up since the union, 
having given up the right to strike, will have little 
pressure to bear on the steel industry. 

Various rank and filers in Gary expressed their 
frustration at what they think was a sellout of their 
most precious right--the right to strike. One worker 
said, "The only way it makes sense to me is, once 
there's a contract you tell us what the contract is 
and we'll vote whether we like it or not. If we don't 
like it we'll go out on strike." Another worker said, 
"Productivity means being a slave." "I kept asking 
myself what we gave up," said another. "Suddenly I 
realized, it was out jobs." 

Ed Sadlowsk.fi summed up the militant attitude 
of District 31 neatlv when he told a group of rank 
and filers in Gary after his vdctory on November 17, 
"This was a vote by steelworkers who are fed up with 
their union. We want our union back." 

-30- 

I MPORTAHT — CORRECT i ON: 

The name should be Sad lowski , not S id low.sk i . 

We spelled the name wrong on the entire first page 
and didn't catch it until after we printed it. 
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PRO-CUBA MOVE BLOCKED WITHIN O.A.S. 

DESPITE WIDESPREAD LATIN AMERICAN SUPPORT 

Quinn, Ecuador (LNS) --Despite overwhelming 
sentiment in favor of ending the Organization of 
American States (OAS) economic and political block- 
adfetagainst Cuba, the move to overturn the 1964 
sanctions was defeat4dNovember 12 when It failed 
to gain the required two-thirds vote of the OAS 
membership. 

Twelve of the 21 countries voted to lift the 
blockade--among these, Argent in? ,Venezuel a , Peru, 
Panama, Ecuador, Mexico and CostaRica. Only three-- 
Chile, Uruguay, and Paraguay-all lead by right 
wing military dictatorships, opposed the resolution, 
claiming that Cuba still posed a threat to their 
countries. The remaining six countr ies--the United 
' States, Brazil, Haiti, Bolivia, Nicaragua and Guat- 
emal a 7 -absta i ned from the voting. 

The American delegation's silence during the 
debate and their decision to abstain from voting 
was key to the failure of the pro-Cuba move. Explain- 
ing their position as an attempt "to avoid even the 
appearance of influencing by our remarks or actions 
the outcome of this meeting," the Under Secretary 
of State Robert Ingersoll even went as far as to say, 
"We have not voted 'no' and we have not worked a- 
gainst the resolution." 

Supporters of the resolution pointed out, how- 
ever, that "neutrality" was simply a cover for op- 
position, since abstentions counted as negative 
votes. Sharply criticizing the United States' pos- 
ition, the pro-Cuba countries suggested that the 
U.S. abstention^ far from being non- i nf 1 uent ia 1 , 
had swung the wavering countries to the opposition. 

Guatemala, Haiti and Bolivia had all been un- 
decided as to how they would vote prior to the 
meeting. It is likely that U.S. political and econ- 
omic pressure--the hope of economic aid, for exam- 
ple--played a significant part in those countries 
absent ions . 

While the OAS decision formally means that, Cuba 
will continue to be considered an "outcast", it. may 
actually spur more countries to defy the restrict- 
ions and establish independent relations with Hav- 
ana. Even prior to the meeting, seven OAS members-- 
Argentina, Peru, Mexico, Panama, Trinidad and Tobago, 
Jamaica and Barbados--had restored diplomatic and 
economic relations with Cuba. And a representative 
of Costa Rica warned that if the effort to lift the 
OAS blockade failed, several more nations would re- 
scind the sanctions on their own. 

Cuba has said that it has no intentions of re- 
joining the OAS, even if the sanctions are ended 
and it is invited back. Cuban Prime Minister Fidel 
Castro has proposed, instead, that the countries 
of Latin America and the Caribbean form a new or- 
ganization that would not include the U.S. 
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MCDONNEL DOUGLAS MOVES TO COVER UP OWN ROLE 

IN LARGEST AIRLINE CRASH IN HISTORY 

NEW YORK (LNS)--The worst air crash in history 
occurred on March 3 of this year when a DC-10 crashed 
near Paris, killing all 346 people on boardc More 
than twice as many people were killed in that crash 
than in any other disaster in the history of aviation. 
Yet McDonnell Douglas, manufacturer of the DC-10, 
is doing its best to squash any publicity which 
would logically arise from the plane’s history of 
failures. 

The giant aircraft manufacturer is faced with 
current damage suits which could award as much as 
$460 million to the relatives of the victims. But 
the stakes are even higher than this for McDonnell 
Douglas, reports A1 exander Cockburn in the November 
14 issue of the Village Voice. 

McDonnell Douglas has invested $1.5 billion 
in development costs alone for the DC-10 and to 
break even, about 430 DC-10s have to be sold. But 
at the moment, sales are only at the 220 mark. Un- 
favorable publicity about the DC-10 at this time 
could obviously have a disastrous affect on the 
corporation’s sales pitch. 

Because of this, McDonnell Douglas has done 
everything possible to hush up the facts about the 
crash and to prevent news of the investigation from 
hitting the newspapers. 

Douglas Itself had to admit soon after the 
crash occurred that the failure of the cargo door 
in flight was the most probably cause of the crash. 
They knew this, because the failure was a virtual 
carbon copy of a similar event Involving a DC-10 
over Windsor, Ontario in June of 1972. 

The corporation also knew that there were 
problems with the cargo door from the very start, 
when the first DC-10 had been undergoing ground 
pressurization tests in 1970. !n those tests, the 
front cargo door blew open and the floor partially 
collapsed, damaging the control cables that travel 
under the floo r 0 

In addition, the Convair Division of General 
Dynamics, which was building and partially design- 
ing the fuselage and door, had written a report 
saying that at was certain that a cargo door would 
come off in flight, during the 20-year life-span 
of the aircraft, and that the results would be 
catastrophic. 

McDonnell Douglas’ first public statements 
after the crash were devoted to attacking the bag- 
gage handler at Orly airport near Paris, claiming 
that he must have “forced the door shut. 11 But the 
French trade unions soon threatened to prevent 
DC-lOs from loading in France if the company per- 
s i sted i n th I s 1 Ine. 

Then McDonnell Douglas tried to lay the blame 
on the Turkish Airline that owned the jumbo jet, 
saying that the a i r 1 i ne 1 s mechan Ics must have mis- 
rlgged the cargo door after the plane was deliver- 
ed . 

Yet McDonnell Douglas admits that at least 
one vital modification required after the incident 
above Windsor, Ontarson -- which would have pre- 


vented the door from being improperly closed -- 
had not been made on the Turkish plane even though 
McDonnell Douglas’ records falsely showed this mod- 
ificiation had been made. 

About 200 relatives of the crash victims in- 
structed lawyers to sue the corporation in Califor- 
nia. Pre-trial motions began in July. McDonnell 
Douglas tried, in vain, to get the relatives of 
the 200-odd British citizens who were killed in the 
crash, to settle in Britain, where damages claims 
are vastly smaller than those legally allowed in 
the U.S. . 

In addition, Douglas bent over backwards to 
prevent the other relatives of the dead -- from 
18 different countries -- from participating In a 
class action suit in California where all would 
automatically be represented. 

The Federal Court Judge in the Los Angeles 
District had wanted to obtain a list of all the 
victims’ relatives in order to inform them of their 
rights to file for damages under California law 
within one year of the crash. To stop this, McDon- 
nell Douglas went to court to enjoin the judge 
against tilling people of their rights. 

Then, to keep the story from getting out to 
the press, the corporation wanted the deposition 
process (in which employees of McDonnell Douglas, 
under oath, are asked by the plantiff e s lawyers 
to describe the design, development and manufac- 
ture of the' DC-10) to be sealed and not made av- 
ailable to the press. 

The judge In the case announced that he could 
see no reason why the newspapers should not get 
the material. But the corporation has since dis- 
covered a techn i ca 1 i ty that would keep depositions 
secret instead of merely secure. 

The London Sunday Times has gone to court 
in California to have the depositions unsealed 
but no decision has been made as yet. As matters 
stand now, the only way that details of the de- 
positions can get into the press is for a lawyer 
involved to refer in open court to the details 
of the secret depositions in the presence of a 
reporter . 

McDonnell Douglas 8 extreme efforts certainly 
match the Importance of the DC-10 suit. This is 
the first case in which establishes the right of 
foreigners traveling on a foreign 1 i ne(Turki sh) , 
insured by a foreign company (Lloyds of London) 
which crashed in a foreign country (France), to 
sue manufacturers in the United States. All 
the long-range aircraft now entering service In 
the Western world are manufactured on the West 
Coast of the U.S. of the U.S. by McDonnell 
Douglas, Lockheed and Boeing. Of the roughly 
twenty major air crashes per year, at least half 
involved U.S. airline companies. McDonnell Is 
•definitely looking out for its future. 
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WOMAN DIES IN SUSPICIOUS AUTO ACCIDENT 
AFTER EXPOSING CONDITIONS IN OKLAHOMA 
PLUTONIUM PLANT 

WASHINGTON, (INS) - -A worker who had. recently 
been exposed to large amounts of radiation in an 
accident at an Oklahoma plutonium, factory died, on 
November 13 in an automobile crash . .Karen G. Silk - 
wood, had been on her way to Oklahoma City to meet 
with a New York Times reporter and .an' . official from 
the Oil, Chemical and Atomic Workers Union (OCAW) . 

She had planned to give them information about the 
extremely dangerous safety violations at the plant, 
including the company's falsification of inspection 
documents. 

As soon as Anthony Mazzoechi , Washington repre- 
sentative of the OCAW, heard about Silkwood l s deatl) , 
he obtained permission from the Union's president 
to send for an expert from the Accident Reconstruc- 
tion Lab in Dallas to determine the cause of the 
crash. The investigator completed his examination 
on November 16, 

"He has told me 8 " stated Mazzoechi, "there is 
evidence to suggest that Miss Silkwood' s car was hit 
from behind by another vehicle, causing her car to 
leave the road and hit the concrete culvert." 

Silkwood and two other technicians from the 
Cimarron plant of the Kerr -McGee Corporation -- one 
of the only two commercial plutonium factories in 
the country — had met with Atomic Energy Commission 
representatives in Washington on September 27. The 
three charged that company officials endangered the 
lives of the workers there, and that the company had 
failed to educate and train the workers properly 
in handling the plutonium, a highly radioactive sub- 
stance » 

They also charged that the company had failed to 
limit workers' exposure to plutonium as much as is 
possible, to monitor exposure or to take required 
safety precautions . The company was specifically 
charged with reducing the training time, over the 
last two years, from five days to two four-hour 
sessions . 

Mazzoechi said that the OCAW 'was Min possession 
of sufficient evidence" that would back up Silkwood’ s 
charges against the corporation. 

The Kerr -McGee Cimarron plant is located four 
miles outside of Crescent, Oklahoma. It manufactures 
plutonium fuel rods to be used in an experimental 
fast breeder reactor now under construction for the 
Atomic Energy Commission near Richland, Washington. 
Silkwood charged that faulty fuel rods .are account- 
able for the high radiation 'levels . 

The reactor, upon completion., will test a new 
type of reaction that the AEG hopes will provide 
the country with increasing amounts of electric 
power in the near future. It will cost over $400- 
million, and is scheduled to be in operation by 
1978. 

Opinions about the potential danger of faulty 
fuel rods differ. One atomic power expert claims 
that a leak of radioactivity caused by faulty rods 
could be spotted: and corrected in time to avoid dan- 
ger . , 

However, Dr. Henry Kendall, a physics professor 
from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology and 
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i a leading critic of nuclear safety, said that 
"these failures could start off an accident which 
would result in the release of huge amounts of ra- 
dioactivity." 

In addition to her involvement in bringing 
out the company’s safety violations, Karen Silk- 
wood. was one of the most active in a recent battle 
for the OCAW local at Cimarron to continue repre- 
senting workers in the plant. The union won in 
an 80-61 vote that took place on October 16. 
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PALESTINIANS DEMONSTRATE ON WEST BANK 
IN SHOW OF SUPPORT FOR PLO 

TEL AVIV, Israel (LNS)--In the first Arab demon 
strations to take place in Jerusalem in four years, 
hundreds of Palestinian students defied Israeli 
riot police November 17 and marched through the 
eastern part of- the- city, shouting "Palestine is 
ours" and "Long Live Arafat." 

The demonstrations capped a period of mounting 
protests in support of the Palestine Liberation Or- 
ganization (PLO) which began November 13, when PLO 
leader Yasir Arafat addressed- the United Nations. 
They have spread to several West Bank towns. Accord 
ing to Israeli police, ten people were injured and 
96 were arrested in Jerusalem. 

Demonstrations and recent strikes on the West 
Bank have lead to the arrest of at least 130 more 
students. Police are reportedly adopting new emer- 
gency measures in an attempt to keep the demonstra- 
tions fr outspreading further in the occupied terri- 
tory, where the situation is said to be reaching 
explosive proport ipns. 

Most of the demonstrators so far have been el- 
ementary and high school students, with the strong 
support of shopkeepers and businesspeople who have 
staged, general strikes against the Israeli occupa- 
tion in Hebron, Nablus and other West Bank towns, 

"Ordinary people on the West Bank now feel 
they have a ehance -- fer the first time in seven 
years -- to do something that will actually affect 
their own situation," said a teacher participating 
in a demonstration -in A1 Birah. 

In the Jerusalem demonstrations, Israel i police 
charged into crowds with riot clubs, beating and 
dragging students from the courtyard of & school in 
East Jerusalem.' Many were bleeeding as they were 
dragged into police vans. 

At the Kalancria Vocation .School outside Jeru- 
salem, more than 100 police and soldiers rushed 
into the school to break up a demonstration of about 
200 students who were waving a homemade Palestinian 
flag and chanting slogans. 

Mayors and school officials of West Bank towns 
have been warned that if they do not succeed in 
curbing the demonstrations, the military will shut 
down the schools. However, Karim Khalaf, an Arab 
Mayor of. Ramall ay and an outspoken supporter of the 
re-establishment of Palestine: for Palestinians, has 
continued to support the protests. "These demonstra- 
tions," he said, "convey a very w simple ne.ssage. The 
people are fed up with the occupation. They want 
their own state and the right to live under rulers 
A£ their own chopsing." -30- 

( Thanks to Internews for some of this informat ion) 

(#658) November 20, 1974 moreT.V” 
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from: Friends of the Filipino People, 11 Garden St., 

Cambridge, Mass, 02138 

Several months of planning have gone into pre- 
parations for the second annual convention of the 
Friends of the Filipino People, and the Provisional 
Representative Council. 

The conference will be held at the Church 
Center for the United Nations, 777 United Nations 
Plaza, New York, NY 11th floor (212) 682-3633. 

The conference will begins at 9:30 aip and go 
until 5:00 pm. with lunch provided. In the evening 
there will be an optional cultural program and hope- 
fully a documentary movie about the Philippine 
American War. 

Discussions at the conference will include 
political prisoners and torture in the Philippines, 
The Congress Project, and Dealing with multi-national 
corporations. Workshops will follow. 

The registration fee will be $2.00 or what- 
ever you can afford. 

Also available is a slide show called The 
Phi lippines: End of An Illusion- -a timely documentary 
with 100 slides and 45 minute script , providing an 
excellent introduction to the Philippines, U.S. in- 
volvement there and the effects of martial law today. 

It is especially useful for history and social 
studies classes, and can be obtained for $35. 


from: The Ocean Beach Rag, P.O. Box 7750, San Diego, 

California.) 92 1Q7 

The Ocean Beach Rag , a 5 -year- old member of the 
alternative press, has a real need for writers. The 
Rag's current priorities are covering community issues 
(San Diego) , feminism, gay liberation, children's 
rights, and the other side of straight news. 

Ocean Beach is a small, politically inclined 
beach community in San Diego. It's a warm place to 
live, and is developing a great community food store, 
child-care consciousness, has a people's free school, 
etc. Anyone interested in coming and working with us 
should contact us at the above address. 

± 


from: LSM Information Center, P.O. Box 94338, 

Richmond, British Columbia, Canada V6Y 2A8 

For the past five years LSM has produced an 
Africa Liberation Calendar. Our purpose is two-fold: 
Firstly, it helps increase consciousness about the 
southern Africa liberation movements and secondly, 
the profits from the calendar sales go into material 
support work for the movements. This has enabled us 
to carry out several important projects in connec- 
tion with the various liberation movements, such as 
the MPLA Printshop Project. 

j We feel our calendar has a third purpose this 
year, t o maintain interest in southern Africa aftegr 
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the independence of Mozambique and Guinea-Bissau. 
Both of these countries still face a hard struggle 
against neo-colonialism and the peoples' struggles 
further south are just beginning to intensify. The 
movements in Namibia, Zimbabwe, and South Africa 
need international support and solidarity new more 
than ever before. 

Me hope our 1975 calendar will play a part in 
building this support. We have reduced the price 
to $1.80 to facilitate in this effort and help us 
reach not only our old friends, but many new ones. 

On orders over 50 we give 2/3 off, selling the 
calendar for just 60<j: each. Please include costs 
for postage and handling. 

k k k k k k k k k k * * k k ± k 


from: Chicano Communications Center, P.O. Box 6086 

Albuquerque, New Mexico 87107 

The Chicano Communications Center has a 
variety of books, newspapers, and artwork available 
for purchase. Among these are a book, Viva La Ra ,a-~ 
ai354 page history of Chicanes from the ancient ii'naio 
of Mexico up to today- -which costs $4.95 per copy, 

Sin Fronteras- -a bi-lingual newspaper published once 
a month in San Antonio, Texas, covering news of Texas 
Colorado, California, New Mexico, Illinois and New 
York, and featuring analysis of the Chicano/ Latino 
movements from an anti-imperialist viewpoint- -which 
costs $5.00 for a year's subscription; and Mexico 
Art of the People's Struggle- -an exhibit of prints by 
the Taller de Grafico Popular of Mexico City, a world 
renowned group of artists dedicated to social justice 
and revolutionary change --which will be available in. 
early 1975. 

Write to them, for more information about these 
and other: communication items Ithey have available. 

k k kk kkkk kk kk k k k 


from: The Gay Academic Union, Box 1479, Hunter Col- 

lege-CUNY, New York, N.Y. 10021 

This fall the Gay Academic Union will sponsor 
its second annual conference. The theme is "Toward 
Community." It will be held at the Loeb Student Cen- 
ter of New York University, Thanksgiving weekend. 
November 29th and 30th, 1974. 

"Toward Community" will be a forum for the pre- 
sentation of research on gay life, literature and his 
tory. The conference will offer over thirty special- 
ized scientific and scholarly papers in simultaneous 
sessions, several major lectures and workshops. It 
will also provide an opportunity for sharing expen - 
ences and ideas about the teaching of courses re 1 at m 
to sexuality in general and lesbianism and homosexu- 
ality in particular. 

Among the panels and workshops scheduled are 
"lesbian Invisibility in the Professions," "Experi- 
ence of Gay Male Consciousness Raising," "The German 
Gay Movement," and "Figures in Gay Male Literature 

Novemb er" 20, 1974 "more. . . 



The registration fee for the conference is 
$15.00 for professional/employed, or $7.50 for stu- 
dent/unemployed. The GAU will attempt to provide 
free daycare and to supply housing while it lasts. 
Write ahead. 

from: War Resisters League, 3950 Rainbow Blvd . 

Kansas City, Kansas 66103 913/432-0350 

The War Resisters League is calling on 
people to come to Kansas City for the "Democrat- 
ic Mid-Term Convention" December 5-8. The con- 
vention will involve 2500 delegates and it will 
attract national media attention. The more of 
us who come, the more effective we all are like- 
ly to be. 

A variety of activities are being planned 
for the 3 day period. Among these are organizers 
workshops, leafleting of delegates, vigils, use 
of tiger cages on the convention site, and lobby- 
ing on a more personal basis. 

The actions are a. joint project of many 
Kansas City Community groups, as well as national 
organizations like the Coalition to Stop Funding 
the War, Indochina Peace Campaign, and others. 

People are advised to bring sleeping bags, 
food or money for food, walking shoes, and rain 
gear. Overnight housing will be arranged. 

**** kkkk kkkk kkkk 


from: Radical Alliance of Social Service Workers 

P.G. Box 70, Gracie Sq Station, N.Y.., N.Y. 

10028 

The Radical Alliance of Social Service 
Workers wishes to establish exchange subscriptions 
with all LNS member papers and progress groups in- 
terested in bringing about social change and ac- 
tion. 

kkkk kkkk kkkk kkkk 


from: Center for Cuban Studies, 220 East 23rd C 

Street, New York, N.Y. 10010 

We have started publishing a new bilingual 
music magazine dedicated to an exploration of pro- 
test music from and about Latin America. Our purpose 
is to show the voice of the peoples of Latin America 
in songs that grow out of and together with their 
liberation struggles. 

Each issue of CANTO LIBRE will revolve around 
a politically important happening. The first is- 
sue, which coincided with the anniversary of the 
Cuban Revolution, was devoted to some of the new 
music from and about Chile and Cuba. The second 
issue is about protest music in Puerto Rico. 

CANTO LIBRE will try to appear four times a 
year. Subscriptions are $2.00, with a 40% book- 
store discount for orders of more than 10 copies. 

******** *$***£« Qp pjMBR FOR TODAY* ***************** 
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DEMONSTRATIONS IN DOZENS OF CITIES ATTRACT 
THOUSANDS TO PROTEST INFLATION 

NEW YORK(LNS) --Thousands of people in about 
forty cities across the country demonstrated Nov- 
ember 16 against the skyrocketing cost of living 
in the U.S. and rising unemployment. 

The demonstrations , sponsored by the National 
Coalition to Fight Inflation and Unemployment,, were 
backed by community, labor, political, consumer, 
religious and women's groups. Demands both to 
roll back prices to 1970 levels and to increase 
employment at union wages were the top issues 
everywhere. 

"We are a broad-based coalition of community 
organizations and individuals concerned about in- 
flation," said Kay Tillow, co- chairperson of one 
rally in Pittsburgh, and district vice-president of 
the hospital workers union there. 

And the demonstrators do not feel that Ford's 
"WIN" (Whip Inflation Now) buttons and banners as 
solutions to the problem are doing the trick. "What 
the President has in mind is a gigantic brainwashing 
program," explained one New York speaker. 

"Today we are faced with an Administration 
that says let them eat dog food," said Walter 
Newburgher, spokesperson for the Congress of Senior 
Citizens of Greater New York at the rally there. 

Corporations were popular targets in the demon- 
strations. Those responsible for the greatest price 
increases and profits, --the major oil and sugar 
companies in particular- -should, £ays Wendell Young, 
president of a Retail Clerks union local in Phila- 
delphia, be called to Washington to "expose to the 
public this tremendous profiteering." 

While sugar prices, for example, have risen so 
high as to set off angry consumer boycotts, the 
nation's largest sugar refiner, Amstar Corporation 
posted profits, in the July-September quarter, of 
350%. 

Another object of attack from protesters was 
the well-fed military budget. "Slash the $100-billion 
military budget," read one picket sign. "Fight 
Inflation-Drop the B-l Bomber!" said another. 

Many workers recently laid- off spoke at the 
rallies. "Regardless of what the Government thinks," 
asserted William Scott, one of. 2,000 auto workers 
recently laid off in Tarry town, N.Y. , "the auto 
industry is in a depression and as goes the auto 
industry, so goes the country." 

Unemployment last month reached 6%, the highest 
official figure in three years. And in many areas 
of the country, the rate is much higher-~17.6%, for 
instance, in Cape May, New Jersey. 

For specific groups of people, the national 
figure climbs even higher — 17% unemployment among 
young people 16 to 19 years old; 11% for black 
workers, and for 20 to 24-year old veterans, it is 
almost 12%. 

Participants in the rallies see the actions as 
part of a growing political force. "The main object- 
ive," says one organizer, "is to awaken the public to 
the fact that there is a group banding together to 

fight inflation." 

Philadelphia organizer Freda Egall explained, 
"Biting the bullet and scraping your plate doesn't 
really meet people's needs." -30- 


Noyember 20, 1974 


more . . . . 



n 


(S^e - graphics in this packet and in #655 and #548 to 
go with this story# ) 

MASSIVE LAYOFFS HIT AUTO INDUSTRY: CHRYSLER 
MAY CLOSE ALL PLANTS FOR DECEMBER 

NEW YORK (LNS)— "It looks pretty bad,” said an 
autoworker in Lords town, Ohio recently, and he f s sure 
to have a lot of auto workers agreeing with him, for 
layoffs in the industry hit new highs in November. 

On November 18 Chrysler said ir would n delay n 
its previously announced plan to close permanently 
Its Jefferson auto assembly plant in Detroit — a 
move which had been fiercely opposed by autoworkers 
and the city of Detroit, which is already stagger- 
ing under serious unemployment. 

At the same time, Chrysler virtually assured 
the go-ahead of its plan for a nearly complete 
closedown of its domestic auto-making plants for the 
entire month of December. The company has already 
put 14,000 workers on indefinite layoffs and 5,400 
more will be temporarily laid off the third week 
of November. 

Chrysler ! s announcement came on the heels of 
considerable layoffs among Ford and General Motors 
workers as well. In addition to the drastic decline 
In sales of big cars , inflation has caused an over- 
all 22 % nosedive in new car sales in the month of 
October alone. Prices for the 1975 model are up 
$500 and all Big Three auto makers are planning fur- 
ther price increases, perhaps as much as $250, to 
make up'for declining earnings. "The auto industry 
Is plunging into a new slump from its already-low 
plateau," reports the Wall Street Journal. 

In early November, Ford Motor Co. revealed plans 
to lay off 13,000 workers, 1,000 of them indefinitely. 
And GM announced permanent layoffs of about 6,000 
workers around the country on October 24. These in- 
cluded 2,000 of the 3,900 workers at the GM Assembly 
plant in North Tarrytown, N.Y., prompting one -Tarry- 
town worker to predict that they were "going to be 
unemployed for a long, long time." Any Tarrytown 
worker hired after 1963 is sure to go. 

Since then, GM has added to the list of layoffs. 
In Lordstown, Ohio, for instance, GM has shut down 
the entire car plant for two weeks starting November 
18. "When we go back, we don’t know what the situa- 
tion will be," said one worker who has been at the 
Vega plant for five years. I ’They 1 11 probably announce 
permanent layoffs. The company claims they T re over- 
stocked with cars —.which is probably true since 
they’ve practically priced them out of existence. 

"A lot of people on the second shift particu- 
larly are afraid of being permanently laid off and 
the company’ll use it against them to make them work 
harder. The company uses that rap ’We’re all going 
to have to work harder, be more efficient, we’ll 1, 
have to cut corners 9 ’ you know, ’for the good of 
the economy, the good ole plant, and apple pie’ — 
they’re big on that. 

"We’ll all have to work harder, they say, but 
at our expense." 

"I’m sure it will get to the point,” he contin- 
ued, "where they’ll try to coerce and intimidate 
people. Th^ know that people are financially troubled 
-- we just had that seven week strike — and they’re 
goin g to push us because they know we’re not eager 
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to go out. 

The auto industry is often "a leading indiea« 
tor," of what to expect in industry as a whole, says 
Dave Gordon of the Union f6r Radical Political Eco- 
nomics (URPE) . "When the auto industry declines, the 
rubber industry declines, the glass industry declines, 
the steel industry declines, and leather and plas- 
tics, not to mention oil products." 

The U.S. Labor Department says the number of 
Americans unemployed went tip 2G0,.00Q in October, 
prompting the headline in a recent Business Week, 
"Suddenly Layoffs are Everywhere." An estimated 
150,000 workers in the building trades have been 
idled by the slump in construction, bringing the 
jobless rate among construction workers to 12©27o. 

In the textile industry, Burlington Industries 
closed five North Carolina mills recently, Idling 
1,500 workers. 

General Electric temporarily laid off 14,000 
appliance workers in Louisville, Kentucky and perma- 
nently let go 2,300. Polaroid in Cambridge, Massa- 
chusetts laid off 1000 workers over the last few 
months, and heavy layoffs are expected in the steel 
industry before too long. 

In early October the Bureau of Labor statistics 
set the nationwide unemployment rate at 5.87> but 
many economists feel that the real figure Is closer 
to twice that official percentage when those who 
have given up looking for jobs or who are only par- 
tially employed are counted. Certain regions of the 
country are in even worse straits. There are offi- 
cially 147,000 unemployed in the six county Detroit 
area which comprises all of Michigan’s auto pro- 
duction. The state itself has 280,000 unemployed® 

For black workers unemployment stands at 9.87 0 ; 
for adult women, 5.67 0 ; and for teenagers 16.97o 0 
Joblessness among black youths is an incredible 
34.57o at the official rate. Unemployment In the city 
of Newark, New Jersey, which has a majority of 
^hird World residents, is officially 157o. 

And ’’there’s every indication that the current 
recession will deepen," says Dave Gordon. 

"There is currently confusion in the Ford 
Administration as to how to handle the economy," 
he continued, but the approach now seems to be "to 
cool inflation by tolerating as deep and as long 
a recession as would be necessary. This would re- 
quire about 3 to 4 years at unemployment rates of 
from 8-107o. Or as the First National City Bank’s 
monthly economic newsletter put it — ■ "Strategy 
for Inflation: Sweat It Out." 

Whether the "sweating" worker will go along 
with the plan is another question altogether® 

"They have a way of pushing harder when you’re 
up against the ropes," said one Lordstown worker© 

"But how hard can they push us?" 

—30— 


(Thanks to the Guardian for some of the information 
in this story.) 






please pay your LNS bill as quickly and as 
fully as you can. we desperately need your help® 
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(See packet #601 for related story on the USSF.) 

DOCUMENTS SHOW IRS COMPILED "ENEMIES LIST" 

AT NIXON T S REQUEST "TO MOVE AGAINST LEFTIST GROUPS" 

WASHINGTON , D.C, ( LNS) —The Ralph Nadar Tax Re- 
form Research Group released documents on November 
17 showing that in 1969 an investigative group 
within the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) compiled 
a list of 99 "ideological 5 militant subversive 9 
radical and similar type organizations" in response 
to a Nixon request for the IRS "to move against 
leftist organizations*"’ 

The documents--consisting of 41 IRS memoran- 
dums, letters and orders. --were obtained by the Tax 
Reform Research Group following the filing, of a 
lawsuit under the Freedom of Information Act* 

They showed that the first steps toward crea- 
tion of the surveillance group- -initially known as 
the Activist Organizations Committee and later as 
the Special Services Staff— were taken on July 2, 
1969, one day after a White House aide, Tom Charles 
Huston, told a top Internal Revenue official that 
President Nixon wanted the agency' to move against 
leftist organizations® 

Randolph W« Thrower, then head of the IRS, 
claims that the group was created in August, 1969 
"in response to the insistence of Congress that we 
give more attention to the examination of organiza- 
tions that were charged by many with abusing their 
tax-exempt status®" He was unable to remember who 
had made any such allegations against any particu- 
lar organizations® 

Furthermore, there are organisations on the 
list, such as the Southern Conference Educational 
Fund, that do not even have a tax-exempt status® 


Internal Security Subcommittee in an attempt to 'cut off 
funding. 

LNS lost its court battle and had to surrender the 
records but USSF won their court battle and also won 
its tax-exempt status back after filing suit in Febru- 
ary of this year demanding that the government reveal 
all wire or electronic surveillance being used by the 
FBI, IRS, or other governmental agencies against USSF 
and its anti-war activist sponsors. 

The Southern Conference Educational Fund is an 
organization whose name did appear on the IRS list® 

"SCEF lost its tax-exempt status in a similar type 
harassment during the Truman administration in 1949," 
said a spokesperson. SCEF has not had a tax-exempt 
status since that time* 

"The recent IRS surveillance had already begun 
when I joined the organization in the spring of 1970," 
the spokesperson continued. "It went on and on with 
IRS agents always in the office, combing the files. 

At one point we caught one of the agents writing down 
names out of the files. 

"In particular, the IRS agents were trying to dem- 
onstrate that the Southern Patriot (SCEF T s newspaper) 
was a profit-making enterprise and should be taxed® 

They ignored the fact of overhead costs and the fact 
that people made voluntary contributions for the paper." 

SCEF had to pay $3900 in additional taxes over 
the past few years from IRS claims. 

The Rev. Dr. H. Leroy Brininger, who was in charge 
of fiscal management and corporate legal affairs for 
the National Council of Churches, told the New York 
Times that the IRS began investigating the council in 
1970 and church officials first thought it was a rou- 
tine investigation. 


The IRS documents refer to the organizations 
to be watched as "subversive organizations of all 
kinds," and "militant and revolutionary organiza- 
tions." The groups are often described as "ideol- 
ogical, militant subversive , radical and similar 
type organizations." 

However, on the lists which were sent to all 
IRS field offices, groups such as Protestants and 
other Americans United for Separation of Church and 
State, the National Council of Churches, Americans 
for Democratic Action, the National Urban League, 
and the Congress on Racial Equality appeared along- 
side groups like the Black Panther Party, Students 
for a Democratic Society, the Militant Labor Forum, 
The Socialist Workers Party, the Communist Party, 
Republic of New Africa, the Student -Non-violent 
Coordinating Committee, the Black Student Union, 
and the Welfare Rights Organization. 

Also included on the list were The Minutemen, 
the National States Rights Party, the KKK, and the 
John Birch Society® 


"It soon became clear however to officers of the 
council that this was more than a routine investiga- 
tion," he said, adding that it seemed part of a nation- 
wide effort to intimidate political opponents of the 
Nixon Administration. 

The IRS documents showed that the Special Services 
Staff and its predecessor group had compiled files on 
2,873 organizations and 8,585 individuals. Of these, 

787o or 2,201 organization files and 6,703 individual 
files were found to have "no apparent revenue signifi- 
cance or potential," according to a final report on the 
dismantling of the staff, dated November 5, 1973® 

The Special Services Staff was ordered dismantled 
in August, 1973 by the present IRS Commissioner , Donald 
G. Alexander, only after details of its operations 
came to light in the Senate Watergate hearings. 

The IRS has refused to provide the Tax Reform 
Research Group with information saying what was done 
with the files that were found to contain no information 
relating to possible evasion of tax laws. 


An item simply listed. New Left Movement, 
also appeared on the IRS list® Besides the speci- 
fic leftist organizations mentioned, this item 
would explain the IRS harassment of many movement 
groups during the past few years--groups not men- 
tioned by name but who have been continual targets 
of IRS scrutiny. 

Liberation News Service, the War Resisters 
League, and the United States 5 Servicemen 1 s Fund 
(USSF) for example, have all been continuously 
monitored by the IRS and both LNS and the USSF have 
had their bank records subpoened by the Senate 
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The documents show that the IRS is continuing 
however, to collect information on organizations and 
individuals that advocate "tax resistance," and it is 
continuing liaison for this purpose with the FBI, 
Congressional committees, and"outside sources 

Exactly what information the IRS is getting from 
Congressional committees is not clear from the avail- 
able documents. 

And, according to a memo from the groups assigned 
to dismantle the special staff, the continuing liaison 
with "outside sources .. .would include use of covert 
operations to uncover possible resisters. " -30- 
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